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~~ "NRE YOU ALL HERE??? 


By aA o “Thank Goodness...with all the craziness 
= ~ going-on and the frightful sights and. 
=] ~— video coming out of the plague’ s hot. 
“zones... 9 a? A 2 
(Can | say this? Our legal teams is 
pe debating this.at this very moment) 
_ Anyway, Emil has debarked from. his 
winter home.in Yangon with whatever _ 
_ this,is (virus/plague/bio) still tugging on 
chis-shoulder, nipping at his heels but- ~ ~ 
only after taking a big bite out tof his 


? ‘butt. > re > one . 
~ Seems that Emil might have, could have 
been a-mere Statistic in the global . 


» drama as there were NO tést kits and’ 

“people were openingly being told'to go _ 

|| home as there was no room in the inn 

| (hospitals) and that they’should { pray for * 

~ recovery — suggesting that they were 
leaving’ it up to-God to pick or choose... 

" Luckily. for Emil, it might be true that . 
only the good-die young...Billy Joel 
seems to have gotten it right after all? 
“With borders closed and panic _ 
spreading he.couldn’t get back to ~ 

; < _Singapore...So he went to one of the , 

- ay - few places that | was willing to accept - 

> , ~~ him: Penang. ~ , 
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> © A SEAT OF MY OWN... 
<< of , “After a While and lam sure acouple of | ° 
~ angry tourists ratted me out for hogging 
the only bench; an old monk came over — 
“and asked if he Could sit for awhile. _ 
“Well?” Of course, what am |.gonna 
| _,say...this is his house, he has a home 
_ court advantage and‘ once vowed to * 
never get into a street fight witha — 
_monk. | remember those bad‘ass 
emonks in Viet Nam.. .no Coco- Cola 
Buddhism there. | rememberthem 
“setting themselves on fire over some 
é political or social issue. You always 
passed-one with real caution, especially . 
»if they smelled of petro or kerosene and 
“NEVER, make diréct eye contact. | 
Anyone who feels this deeply about 
“things is not a reasonable person and. 
~ you are gonna come out on the short 
end ofthat stick. = ; 
2 mean, | am not. shy about street. 
fighting and you might say that was 
_faisedin that tradition as a teenager... 
hanging with all of the other 
degenerate, delinquents and 
motorcycle-hoodlums...| have spending 
rm ‘amore yep a fewonights Se Srna ona 
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------*"\ SEAT OF MY OWN... 


on a.worn pool table.in the back of the 
~ old 7th Street and Indian School Road, 
24-Hour, Pool Hall... and Hotel for fifty- 
| ‘cents... a 
| In prepping for a street fight, the first 
| , thing learned was to remove all bling, © 
_ watches and rings: put them and your 
wallet into the front pockets,.of your 
_chinos (jeans used;the cool term from 
emy-generation inan- effort to impress 
you with my’cool). > 
|| »linvited.the old‘monk to.sit down and 
' offered him some of my warming, . 
bottle of water. He declined and sit S 
» quiétly, long enough’to make the 
_ ‘Situation awkward and | spoke, inpart 
| to break the ice and part panic even 
| © though he didn’t even hint of the smell 
of kerosene. _ 
“Hot day...UHHH?” 
‘The monk looked over and seemed to 
be sizing Me_up...never a good:sign and ~ 
_ then, he nodded._and returned to_ 
_ silently sitting ipere on the bench with 
me. 
; ~~ Been here long?” 
rm Rises pict rege, rm 
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, © A SEAT OF MY OWN... 
“| explainied what | was doing and ~ 
~ showed him my camera and he took.a 

look at the digital photos that.l had 
‘been shooting. » a 

He started telling me that as a young 
,.man, he had.wanted to bea . 

_ photographer and had even had.a> 

Nikon Camera.:.at which point, |! pulled 
_out,my trusty Nikon f4s and-he was like 

va kid-looking in the window of the 

candy store during a half-price sale. 
| © We talked for about twenty minutes or 
"so about old cameras and how he was 
annoyed by the endlessbusloads of > 
» European, Japanese and mostly, the ° 

‘rude Chinese Tourists that filter through | 

the temple, every day making messes 
| “that.he and all the-other’monks had to 

~ spent.so much time picking up and just 

by their overalland their endless 
_fudeness. a _ 

This i is where dawn came into the 
__conversation.with him explaining that in 
_ the early hours around dawn, the 

lighting made. the temple magical. 

One thing led to another and the next, 
rm thing | remembet... rm 
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a J a SEAT OF MY OWN... 
aS ay aA “we weré making plans to meet at ‘the - 


at ~ employee’s gate tomorrow morning... 
j ~ never being one to turn my back on _ 
‘such d generous offer and this book i is 
the direct result of that chance® 
rs meeting... .. °, 
_ The old monk was very correct.. itis * 
truly magical,.quiet and photography 


friendly as we awaited the Bhagwan > 
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» » FROM EXILE.. 

“Just_passed through duty free but Iwas 

~ rather disappointed, disheartened - 
when | saw that they lacked even the 

very basics of any 1% rate duty free... 
Not a bottle.of Cuban Rum insight and 

| alll got was blank stares when | was so 

_ foolish to bring Cuban Cigars into my * 
want list — although, one clerk.did rally 

_ to my cause as he too hate a deep love 

eof Cuban Cigars like they use to get by 
the plane full when he was a‘kid 

gy growing, up in Laos... . - 

Nice Kid! 
| had three left a | loaned-him one as > 

»Thave.a soft spot forthe pedple in 

‘Laos...really nice people that prospered — 
in spite of the world’s major effort to 

| frack his poor country back to the Stone * 
- Age ina misguided (stupid) belief that 
they could bring World Communism to 

_it’s knees by wiping out the Laotian 
People... ~ ~ 

Then, they (the CIA) discovered the 

| _ drugs and then, it got worse and this * 

left a much deeper scare as the people _ 

_of Laos were at the wrong,end of this 

os ‘money Stick.. and more-of them died! 
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<" ~ FROM EXILE.. 


’ As | said...he was a*nice kid... 
Well,,Campers this-as been a long stay 
here in Yangon one that has.been one ~ 

of truly mixed blessings, outright night 
tremors thatleft one with the endless 

| time to take stock of their own mortal 
soul; to pray for the luck of the draw to 
not run out.before they called-your 

_name and it left me with the very 

stroubling thought about the long» 
history of my hit-or-miss track record 

| @with “Old Lady” tuck and her evils 

| « Pitbull, “Karma” 

Yangons(Rangoon for all: you that still 

| .celébrate’the British’Raj of are Richard 

_ Kipling Fans) is a nice city, the people 

| (with a rare exception) are good people 

| “even when they are hustling you for 
your last penny...which they do to feed 
their families in an economy that has 

left them with few better options. 

i» Of course,’ | will not publish this before | 

| _ leave as that.might complicate my 

actual departure as such thing (even * 

when said in.a positive manner and 

_intent) are.NOT said,out loud-or_ 

pes printed or shared in-e-mails.. ‘everything 

is tracked...The firewall lives here very 

fe well... Thank to our Chinese Friends. 
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> Perez FROM EXILE.. 
ae e a “As Seiné eluded top! was'stricken witha — 
7 terrible bug that came.out of nowhere 
- === pels | feel violently ill on ‘the city-bus. 
‘The kind people of Yangon rallied about - 
ime and swung into immediate-action, 
| they kicked me off the bus...leaving me” 
_ to take a taxi all the way back tomy ~ 
hotel in rush hour (a rather expensive 
_ trip,for a poor man such as myself). 
Went off to bed*hoping to sleep = , 
whatever this was off but in the early 
hours of thenext morning, | wasrfar. 
~ worse.. e e 
| went Sonseetsira and avery panicked . 
»clerk shakily gave me directions-to a” 
“nearby clinic...as1 left, | saw him ~ 
spraying the entire front lobby with a 
“rather robust energy that you don’ t 
~ normally see in his. generation... - 
“No go with you...!” > 7 
‘Every taxi driver ‘automatically assumed 
the worst that was death incarnate 
and they seemed of a collective opinion 
_ they were not gonnago with me = = 
anywhere! _ . 2 2 
: “= Anyway! The:clinic was only. a-couple. of 
- ay * - & blocks « over from:the Reel; so | walked. 
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> Pepe. FROM EXILE.: 
. “The morning air...pollution and all, was 
- good.for me, | was-enjoying my_ 
morning stroll and luckily, must people 
‘were yet to leave for work -ifthey _ 
were so fortunate...many aren’t! 
| ,.It never struck me at the time that this ~_ 
_ was’anymore than a rather bad case of 
the flu and even though, | had.read and 
_heard of rumours of,a mysterious.virus 
ssweeping Chinaj;sthere was no way to 
make a connection as it had been over — 
|| “a year since lwas detained bythe _ 
' Thought Policein Hong Kong... © 
/ Once at the’clinic, the receptionist 
»looked up as.I enteréd through the 
‘closed door and promptly ran into the _ 
| -back room leaving me to cool my heels | 
oe. || © for about 20 minutes...right heré...out 
(here in the clinic’s lobby. 
: Strange??? SANE, ; 
‘Well...some people (especially the 
young generation and old Nationalists 
_.who had fought the English back in the ~_ 
|| _ day)just don’t like talking to foreign 
devils and like; | totally understand and _ 
: ayelemare) problem taking a chair to wait. 
me What else was | gonna do? es 
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FROM EXILE. 


~ | know that this is a rather long, drawn 


Out story that could have been 
summarized several pages ago and save > 


‘a tree or two (Opps...there aren’t_paper 


books anymore, are there?) . 

Still, | didn’t just. say “Hey, | got sick!” as 
that*would have taken away from 
illustrating how out-of-touch Lwas ~ 


_really with what was,going on‘in the ; 
“Real World (NO!-Not the old MTV* 


Series!) and how | was blindsided by 


“corporate globalism (their evil 


corruption and greed) and how lwas 
about to become yet another, a very 


» unwilling WOKE, Victim. of their immoral 
‘lust for power...that they had so hated 


me speaking the truth that they sent a 


| deadly plague to seek mé out in Burma 


(1,500 miles from Hong Kong) and . 
infect me! 


Ot course, at this point, | had not had 


the time necessary to think this 


| conspiracy theory all the way.through 


untilmuch later...Later, | did! 
An older doctor had been summonsed 


_by the young receptionist/nurse and he 
shad a series of rather-odd questions 


about my associate with China... 


* * : * * : * * : * 
a - an - an - an 
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~ “Have you been to:China?” ; 

At the time, this struck me as a rather 
‘odd way to start.a conversation and you. 
ii know me; 1gathered up my soapbox 
| ,-and began to give him the extended 
_ version of my troubled relationship with — 

the CPC and the het te holies of Hea 

_Kong. 

“Barely into my tale, he waved hishand 
and asked in’a calm but stern’tone.. 

»“Have you been in. China, in the past 
¢ weeks?” 

Well the answer was “ofcourse not!” as» 
»| wads rather disappointed that | wasn’t 
_ ‘able to complete’my tale of misjustice 

and abuse at the hands of those evil 
“swine, the CPC! = _ ° A 

~ | drew. back and thought to take a 

moment to get.a better bearing. on my 
‘current venue and just wasn’tsure by 

his response that he might not-have a 
cousin or two in his extended family 
_ tree*that were in the-CPC and | just 

made the big.mistake of insulting his 


= 


coy “= family or his ancestry. 
rm ; ay thought to myself eaten this back» 
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AE een ee RROM, EXILE 


Then he asked... ¢ 
“Have you had-any association with any 
“Chinese Person | in the past several 
weeks?” ~ >» 

| OH God! pee 

_ He must be a CPC Agent of some = sorts 
as that_is just-the kind of question that 

_you,would expect them to,askin an; 

effort to trick you into giving up your 
connections’or to insight a confession 

_ of.an ever confused suspect ~much.as 

"any good, senior Thought Police’ Officer 
would do.. “and did, when | was their S 

»guestlast year. = 4 
‘He repeated his question but, Sy Se : 

, you could see that he was loosing his 

\| © patience and | did need his help. ‘|. was 

very ill by then. 
| explained in as close toa “Reader’s S- 

‘ Digest” version of any conversation | 

} with me; I'first-said “No!” ~ 

i . Then, | did mention that my hotel had 

_ been full of Chinese Tourists including” 
that old lady (CPC Party Member — you 

, could just tell by the,way she carried , 

rm herself) that got-upset that | hadn’t 

stepped aside to let her get to the head — 

-~  .- © «ofthe buffetlineandtoldhimthe 


= 


4 


" 


4: 


“ 


’ 
» ly 


( 


<a 
~ a 
: 

Seer 

: < 


—~ Té 
i 


-——, 


A- Re WS — S39 


| 

} 

if 
—<=aa 2 


-" 


FROM EXILE... 


diols story about et she had 
confronted me; pushed me aside and 


‘that not being famed as politically 


aware or even*polite...that | might have 


| responded to her that she was no 


longer in her little village and NO! | 
didn’t give a frack about how well she 


_ was, connected to those gangsters who 
“ran the CPC...and if she was connected 


to them, then...she must be a gangster 


|) “too! 


| went on to explain that for the entire 
breakfast, she sat near by just staring 


»me down’ with one of those official, that 
‘deep state, that evil eye of.a total” 


authoritian overload that meant to 


~ even the most unaware bystander as to 


mean: “You will pay!” 
| stopped as it seemed rather odd that : 


“he seemed to bé listening and he. 


seemed to be-taking notes in some 


| urgent detail... 


He asked more similar questions about 
elevators, public areas or other places 


_were | had any connection, to Chinese 
ajourists... i Re 
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? FROM EXILE... 


i 


~ ~ 


= Hei rose slowly Fike gee me to wait. 

SSSI Another 20 minutes passed without 

a: Any additional conversation(s). ~ 

a lh» Anyway Campers! | will save you several » 

| ,.More pages of extremely slow storyline _ 
yuk the doctor telling me that he 
eared that | might have been.infected 

3 jit this new virus from China and how 

ait was importantthat by isolated:for at~ 
least 14 days back at my hotel...which 

) Ze seems to have become an unregistered, . 
~ hot zone cluster. Thank you, CHINA! 
| asked-how he could be:sure? 

»He plainly said, “we don’t have any Way 
_ ‘to test you...officially, this doesn’t” 
exist...SO gO back to your hotel, lock 

~yourself'up in yourroom}. food and: 
~ water will be brought to you... ‘2 
Puzzled and angered by my great luck ~ 

‘and the thought_of how that old'lady 
must have given it to me out of: 

,. meanness; p- lPTe as 
_ | asked “What next?” . 
He shock his head after taking.a fev 
—— Steps back... “ FAN 

rm - AS «You-will get better or die...It is up to - 
, you and God...that is all | can:do!” 
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OTE “FROM EXILE.. 


” CAMPERS! FRIENDS AND: My 
THREE FANS IN TOKYO... ’ 
” | WELCOME TO PENANG! 
“ie Spending a cheap week.on thelovely 
| _little island of Penang but, this has 
_ turned to yet another working trip with 
no time, little money and no desire to 
go out into.the noon, day sun.’ Sern 
lt’s hot, humid and without redeeming. - 
social grace.«l’m here trying to figure 
| out the island’ssmassive bus system and 
‘|| - it is massive, there is a bus every three 
minutes it seems but, you better speak - 
»more Malaysian,than “How much?” and 
_ “Don’t beat me because I’m an. ~ 
| American!” the last part is not for the 
|| “locals actual but, more so for the army 
~ of Snooty Euro-Trash (except the 
English:..they are all drunk here...which > 
vis to say a lot-for their initiative »> 
‘i? ‘because, this is technically a “Dry” 
_ Country...) who only (seriously) want to- 
_ gd on-and-on about President Trump.- 
| voted for Berny but, @#$% Give the 
. “=  Buy,a chance:. ‘he | isn’t even. 
eS , s technically) President edge Wait js 
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FROM EXILE.. 


WELCOME TO PENANG! 
see if he actually drains the swamp and * 
»not just build condos, beachfront of the 
swamp. ) ) 
| didn’t vote for Old Hillary as | pe 
Larry Nichols (google.that name...no - 
need.-to give him a-free testimonial on 
my dime...he.istbest known for worked 
_for Billand then_wrote the tell-all.tale of 
all tales after Larry had a falling: out 
| with Hillary, the “Clinton Chronicles”) 
| ..and the stories he told us would.scare’ 
even the most seasoned, political 
_lounge lizard‘in Gongress...you don’t 
mess with the Clintons...in Arkansas, 
they will tell'you that politics’is a true 


| ©contact-sport...they don’t mess 


around...To badly, paraphrase Jim Croce 
“vou don’t mess aroundthe Slim 
»(Clinton)...if you,want to keep.your 
health...” But even old Dr. Thompson 
never had a kind words for them_other 


than. they were better the King Lizard _ 


Bush. 
That should be-worth a lawsuit or 
two...what you think, Seine? 
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FROM EXILE.. 


_ WELCOME TO PENANG! 
(EDITOR NOTE: Dr. Hunter Thompson’s 
verbiage nhot-Emil’s and does notrefléct 
‘the policies of WWWG) 


—Back.to Penang... 

This is a rather small island with a 
massive transit system way beyond a. 
reasonable need_but, you better have a 
guide to Sherpa you through its maze 

_the first time or.two. 
| found that | could gét to a ae fairly 
simple, but, it was the getting-back that _ 

_wasthe tough not to crack. » ees 

“People are refreshing:in that like Korea, 
they ignore you and will not take pity of 

“the poor, pitiful'tourist about tospend 
an hour waiting for a bus that doesn’t. 
stop anywhere near that bus stop. 

»So, it is a mixed bag,” on one hand you 
“don’t feel like a prize pig escaping ‘from 
the county fair like you would in many 

“Asian and 4th world locations with 
everyone staring, hooting and pointing 
as yOu walk by and collectively start 

‘yelling “Hey YOU! Where you go?” 
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. ~ FROM EXILE. 


WELCOME TO PENANG! 

On the-other hand, the lack of . 

»conimunications can be testy in a place 

‘where the buses, ‘directions and even 

the thoughts are in a language you 

“ never thought to learn in school. 
| know that those Euro-Trashing Donald 
Trump Haters. are smilingand saying 
_just another “Ugly American...this.ain’t 
Trump Towers*..” . 

, But, realistically, how many of you had 
learning Malaysian at the top of. the to 
do list...Back in College, the Career — 

_ Counselor never took me aside and said 

| MALAYSIAN!” rm 

~ OK! | get it..-but, the reality isthat they 

"cater to,vast numbers of tourists; here 
on the island, and would it be so hard 
to put up a sign at the bus stop that . 

»Says, the following buses stop here.’ 

- Would it?.Or at léast that is the point | 
made when | visited the National 

~ Tourism’ Office (it was next to the damn 
bus stop and | had been waiting for. 
over an hour for a 202 bus back:to 

_Chula Street to appear. : 


~~ ~ ~ ~ 
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ge nporiien “FROM EXILE. 


pi? oi? WELCOME TO PENANG! 
= = They were surprising friendly Ke) als ’ 
2 ragged, sWeaty and after standing for 
m “an hour out in.the noon day sun, Twas 
| ~not smelling all that fresh. | have 
“studied this on and off for about 50° 
~ years-and | have discovered that non- 
veggie Westerners stink. after being > 
‘exposed to the sun and humility of such. 
tropic ports while the locals (who have 
yet to discover deodorants) don‘t.- 
_ regardless of how long they are out in’ 
the sun. The reason that | can-piece =| 
_ together is-the low levels of- protein in 
‘their-diets. = m , 
| have further proof to correlate this 
a antidotal research by the fact that the 
~ young generations \ who have adopted 
the western diet of McDonalds and . 
» Pizza Hut; they do smell as bad as'I did 
‘walking into the National Board of 
Tourism Office that day. ; 
“Again, they were friendly, offered me . 
~ ice water and a ‘brochure about their 
: ==. FREEbusservice.. ‘ 
D> . A ‘Anyway, their main point is that most 
~ ; » tourist are notdestitute and can afford 
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FROM EXILE.. 


WELCOME TO PENANG! 

a taxi (which are reasonably priced...| 
must admit) or pre- book a tour and do 
‘Not need local.transportation in order 
to save a few cents. 
-Ineclosing, they appreciated my interest 
in-how the locals lived-but, that.| should 
have done my homework and learned a 
-few more phrases than “How much?” 
before coming: 
“But where is the 202 bus stop back to 
Chula Street?” ; 
And again, | get this...g0 to the 
_terminal...they have a board: that tells 
syou which buses:go where...but, then, 
as a newbie to bus riding here in 
“Penang and | couldn’t get anyone*to 
explain the board and as to which bus. 
was headed where. 
Getting off the bus at the main, mall * 
‘terminal (there are three...the docks 
where all of the massive Love Boats 
“dispatch their boat-loads of “Ugly, 
Donald Trump Hating Tourists” ...it goes 
ie) the shopping malls, términal two and > 
a guess the bus does run out to the 
airport-and that’s terminal three), 
normal right? 


“ 


“ 


4 


4 


- 
. 
— 


“" 


“ 


“ 


“ 


¥ » > 6 
> a > a > = > 


~ -  FROM EXILE: 
5. c es WELCOME TO PENANG! : 


Itis in this simplicity, that the whole >. 
sthing falls apart for the uninitiated bus 

‘rider! : a 

Buses technically run to the mall and 

“turn. around unless you are taking the. 

~ bus to the airport..follow me so far? 

Go to the mall and you figure this was 
“easy breezy:..just get back on'thée bus 

and remember where ey Stop is. 

pPRiBht leo gs aw 

_ Turned out to be very wrong! 52,8 

Went to get back on the virtually, the 
same bus...in‘fact...itwas even the same 
edriver that had dropped me off...and I> ~ 

told him | wanted to go back to Chula 


*Street.. «reasonable fare...1.40 Malaysian > 


= 


“ 


= dollars... - - 
)” “No...No! Wrong Bus... FP > 
»"Whatz?”  - a PL 


..Outside...not at terminal! The bus 
stops outside.” : , 
"The hope of this conversation liéd in . 
~ the driver telling me where outside.. 
== = a Outside is downtown and this.is-a 
ee . oe “massive arearfot being such asmall 

Fa ; Mo island. 7 ; - 
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WELCOME TO PENANG! 
Spent a grand total of three ae 
figuring thisout.. * : 
“NO! I wasn ss stuck in the mall for ‘three 
| days... ‘ ‘ 

| It(the bus stop) turned out to be three 
blocks over in the other direction from 
the majority of the other bus 

‘stops. The real joke...you know that it 
was coming,.didn’t ya? 

The real joke-is that the 202 bus, stop 
thatis three blocks from the terminal ”* 
(wrong direction from Chula.Street) is 

almost has-far as-it was to.walk back to 

the hotel (five blocks from the mall). 

| _ | was proud that | had worked out the 

| *process.and that"l had actually « 
discovered the bus’s secret stop*and 
decided to wait and actually” ride the 
» bus’ back in triumph? . co? 
‘T waited, then Waited some more and 
then about forty-five minutes later the 

202 bus’showed up...upon arrival back 
to the hotel...| bragged that | was now a 
seasoned Penang Bus Rider, while the , 
’ ‘clerk said “You Know it is only a ten to 
fifteen- minute walk from here?” 
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Thank you very. much! 
That just rippedsthe rug out from under 
“me and then to add insult to further 
aggravation to it, | was cornered by yet 
another Euro-Type’wanting to fight'me 
about Donald Trump in the 
elevator. luckily, | was on floor four! > 
, ““Whatz up with these people...they 
aren't even Americans...they don’t live 
_in the states.:.so what is their-big 
anxiety about some guy who isn’t even 
president yet...?” ; 
My only advice tothemis,;~ “© - > 
“Bubba! Get a life!” G 
| am glad that I missed the agferity of 
“this past election and for. being, most 
time, in some isolated locations in the 
fourth and fifth world, were telexing 
messages from the district post emice’t is 
“Still state of the art. 
Being out of touch does have its 
“rewards’as it makes the world less 
complicated and stressful (not in daily 
living out here..just getting through the , 
‘day i is a remarkable feat some days!) 
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but, it does’ put me at a-disadvantage >. 
swhén confronted by” ‘the likes of these 
“anti-Trump haters... oe . 

2 I haven't a clue as what they are talking. 
about ifit is current news... Ree 
“And besides! 7 Gu Sgn 
No one woke. up this morning.and ; 

ai phatitmen ae the office American, — 
Trump Spokesperson... = =~ * , 
Or didthey?- .. OPS, ae =. 
_ Who knows? Phe Rs? Yas 
Stranger things have happened than , 

that... 6 ye > punt Pom 

“Who knows; | have beet away? ys 2 
If | have been ‘Nominated as an official 

“spokes model for the hew”. > oy 

e administration. aplease... havethe 

Trumpster’ S People telex me’ and let me > 

know how much doés it pay... © =~ | 

“OH! Yea...expenses covered? __ ~ x 

Always seeking a | good paying gigand | 

"free. mini-bar service at the Holiday» aS e 

Inn. ga Jpn 

» Thank y you very: much! 


‘Sorry. np cate Penang... oY yD 
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Penangiis atime warp version of 
Singapore like itwas back in the early 
the 1980-90’s... 

It is a clean city... 

Well.not as well as*Singapore but, still. 
cleaner than most places that you find 
elsewhere in Asia. 

Penang is just starting to build and the 
hi-rises are going up and even the small 
earthquake that.we had (the other day) 
won't stop this steam loader of 
progress... 

It is»a controlled society and-that was; 
very clear with ascasual glance atthe 
English-Language paper that Someone 
left out.in the lobby, it would berscary 
to live here if you were from America 
and loved personal freedoms. 

That is maybe too drastic but, after 
reading a page-two story about how 
the Penang SWAT Team raided a local 
home to capture an “AIR” gun... 
Basically, just a regular kid’s B.B. Gun.... 
A kid’s B.B. Gun? 

Yea! 

They sent inthe SWAT Team? 
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Take that “Obama’ s gone take our guns » 

» away!” crowd back if the States.» 

~ ‘T can’t even imagine that in America? 
Breaking NEWS: Swat has raided a 
“house if south-central Lds Angles on . 

~ information that they processed an 
_unregistered B:B. Gun.. In a related 


story...’ a 2 ; 
Talked to an.American staying here and » 
_.he said the gun.store owners were very 
_ upset with Trump winning the election 
as they had. their big “Hillary.is gonna 
_ take your,guns away,Fire Sale!” already 
splanned and they were expectingsthat 
their profits would be even greater than 
* their annual “Obama is gonna take your » 
~ guns away” sales...in fact, he told me 
that most stores only had to replace . 
» Obama with Hillary’ Ss name. > 
_ ‘That is why he décided to take a ~ 
vacation as sales have dropped to 
“nothing’as no one is wortied that. 
~ Donald Trump is gonna take their guns 
= away...He was totally bummed out as 
> a ‘for eight almost nine years, he had 


~ 


~ 


4 


= 


~ 


YY 


4 


4 | 


| 


6 | 


~ 


a 


“* tp, 


a 
7- 


| 


| 


4 | 


| 


= >) > 


“FRO! M EX! LE 
he o—, WELCOME TO PENANG! - 
———= made a good ‘living of f creating fear and » 
\ causing people to stock ‘up before 2 they 
“were all gone... 

Now it was all gone and. he was s thinking. 
that. it might bea good time to get Out — 
~ of the business ‘and-he was looking fora 
nice, cheap ‘place 1K) retire.. ‘then, he _ 
‘showed me the | page two story about 
the SWAT Team and the B.B. Gun... 

~ This ain’t the place for me either, 

_ babbal lwobld,have sold thém that. * 
B.B. Gun... if was truthful...once a gun 
_dealer always a gun dealer..:that_is who 
ams .Damn thatHillary!” ay P 

| believe i in common sense rules but, by 
*the time that SWAT is raiding my house - 
€ because the neighbors turned me in 
because they saw a B.B»Gun hidden in > 
» my garage; it is time to. pack it up, pick 

“up and move out of Dodge. but , Sadly, it 
will not be to Penaye “a ‘ 
“Everything seems like the 1990s here... ° 
~ The Malls and especially the ‘a 
radio...causal_hits of the 1990's. Sak, 5 
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= WELCOME TO PENANG! = 
Fashion here | Is kind of the same ° 

& although, ‘itis differént...there is that” 

l “western sense of the late 1990’s on 
display in the Malls but there is a vast 
“gulf and fashion is‘based’upon religion 

~ and residence status. - 
Muslim girls almost, universally, wear 

headscarves covering their heads.and 

i usually casual,1990’s prey Pant Suits 
_.combos. pe pee 
_| found myself watching the Ponané 
Home Shopping Network and.it was 
educational and it; put . 
‘took a good thirty meets for my muerest? 
to wane on those classy, black, “full 

4 length pants that are able to Conceal, 

shape and firms. 

ONLY 150 pataysien Dollars for the next . 

» thirty minutes... : = @ 

‘All credit cards Respted! OR 

Sorry...this is about as acy, as anes get 

“here. A ; 

~ Chinese girls wear more conventional 
= and modern fashions but still this 

> A ‘consists of conservative dresses or 

~ » jeans with tops and tee-shirts..» 
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| known. 

“Thank you Mr.Fashion!” 
‘But, it is important as a sign of how a 
mixed.community with.drastically 
different lifestyles can come together. 
and live more or else in 
peace...regardless of an occasional, 
unregistered B.B. Gun. 

Speaking of TV.. everywhere | go.. ‘the 
TV is full of soap.operas...in Thailand, 
every evening, in most homes, consists 
of an evening-watching some over 
privileged teenagers-having:a terrible. 
stime:of living thesMalibu Hood Lifestyle 
of the one-percenters who can only 
deal with their stressful lives of misery 
by being overly bitchy, pouty or more 
than a little’slutty (sometimes all), sick, 
bitchy. fathers and angry, willing-to- ’ 
fight-at-a-moment’s notice, Aunties 
seem to be the unification factor of this 
institution —so strong an institution 
that when the government tried to ban 
these soap operas, they came.back with - 
a changed mind'within hours of the first 
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. WELCOME TO PENANG! = 
announcement.. apparently, the ‘ 
»ministers'went homé and discovered’ 
~ “how truly bitchy and freighting those 
angry Aunties really were. 

“| never stopped t torthink that this was a 
~ universal obsession-and here in Penang, 
it is no different. | think learned more 
“about the local culture in an evening’s 

worth of Islamic Soap Operas.than | 

,-could in a hundred official, Ministry af ot 

_ Tourism Tours. . 

It was better than the BBC 
_News...seems, that at this point in time 
eanything would be..:do they havesmore ~ 

than ten minutes of actual news? 
|| “Without repéating it? . ° © © 
lel remember a lifetime ago how the BBC 

crackling out of a static-full wireless . 
»recéiver was.a nightly must listen to get 
_ “a fair and-even balance of news. How 
far they have fallen and | could only 
watch the first 15 minutés...mostly « 
~ because all it has become is “Listen.to 

==) » what Donald Trump said today!” or > 
= “worse all those fake stories about. 
~ * massive protests and you look around 
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WELCOME TO PENANG! = 
at the video and there might be twenty . 
» people milling around and’ some» 
“woman (tears.in “her eyes) saying that 
“America has been taken over by the 
“Anti-Christ...” and the reporter wants . 
~ you to believe that-she is the average 
person on the street... 
‘Really? _ a 
| wonder if she even voted? z 
| ,.That’s how | found pe Penang Home 
ij. Shopping Network... , 
| Thank God! 
Opps! a > 
“Praise Allah! «© / m 
Finally, some reasonable programming! 
| ©Or at the very least, here there is* 
& alternatives that are educational! . 
Look how they slim? > . 
» Flipped the channel to.number four and 
‘there were Penang’s rock-n-rollers 
talking about how difficult it is to be a 
“rocker without getting rolled by the 
~ censor police for everything that a - 
traditional rock-n-roll band stands for is — 
: ‘forbidden fruit both culturallyand 
~ » legally. ~ ~ 
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" WELCOME TO PENANG! - 
Yes, this true elsewhere-ask me about » 
»the’ ‘ridiculous censor laws in Singapore 
|. ‘Were basically watching “Sex in.the 
_ City” was worth a caning and a lengthy | 
“time in the local lockup for being aé 
~ moral- degenerate. - 
This is another-example that |give 
“when people start talking about making. 
~ laws to make people behave like it was 
| 1660 AD and-this is ne, -you-end. UP 
_ with: 
Good ideas like this start in abite 
intentions and pure thought and_ quickly 
degenerate (in the own way) where you 
| have roaming bands of moral'vigilantes — 
|| “arresting peoplebased upon their own. 
i<- accepted believes (as the laws are 
usually*badly written tomean anything . 
»'so that they cambe used to control the 
‘people) and you have SWAT Teams 
faiding private hermes in search of B.B. 
“guns. . 7 
~ Its truly as slippery ie 
Meanwhile, at the malls are boy Bands 
dancing and prancing up and down the | 
~ » escalators while singing some silly, little - 


= 


ae 


i? . F -_ . r i? . r -_ 


electronics and flesh). 


FROM EXILE.. 


WELCOME TO PENANG! | 
ditty about sunshine, lollipops and 


» rainbows (or.was it Unicorns?) 
everywhere...all the while, another 


floppy-mopped youth is shooting the 


| video with a professional, I-Phone or - 


Galaxy 7 (hopefully-not trailing a cloud 
of smoke and the smell of burning 


Flipping back to channel three. 


_.They willmake you look slimmer; they 


will Cover every.feature to insure you * 
are secure in-avoiding the lustful eyes 


_of men...” Wait! Aren’t those the same 
spants as before ?* ms 


May need to watch longer to’see if | can 


| “discover the difference...thirty more 


minutes wasted... 
OH! Well... 


»There.is Not much of a-night life as the 
‘whole town rolls up its sidewalks a little 


after nine... 


~ The open, rooftop;hotel’bar is serving 


popcorn and showing movies after 8 
PM...HBO is showing cutting, social 


edge, cartoon movies from the 1990s. 
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= WELCOME TO PENANG! 
So it is either the Penang Home 
| » Shopping ‘Network of rejoin the latest 
— |i Tepeat of the BBC’s newest, Trump 
insults... 
“1 can-catch that ‘anytime as they. are’on 

a i5- minute news loop but, | only have 
thirteen more minutes to discover the 

‘secret of these pants toslimand _ 

* conceal my butt... 

_Can |say butt? .. SOO ax 
_ Hubba! Hubbal!! ~~ aes 
BUTT!!! . on .- 
_Damn, | could use-a blinthde butt but; | 

don’ thavea credit card and the call will 
be on me as WWWG has made it very 

*clear as.to what expenses that i will 
~ not cover.. 

Thank you, “Chuckie!!! : 

» Speaking of that... Seine has shown up 
“again... oO bs 
This is like the second time Cathie the 
past.six weeks thathe has popped up.at © 

~ my. door without warning and wanted 
to spenttime with me...Like Seine, we 

‘go back forever and there was a time 
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WELCOME TO PENANG! 
when it was enjoyable to. have him, 
Claudie and even Kufrts...the former ' 
‘Nazi...that.is unfair as he was fourteen 
when he was carted off to Russia and 
the great children’s crusade in the 
east..« 

Kurts real was a strange fish. 

If he knew you fifteen years or fifteen 
minutes, he treated you the same. 

He would walk fifty miles on broken 
glass to help a friend: 

He was kind to’friends and animals (for 
some strange reason small..:miniature 
edogs) but, you never wanted to make 
him mad. 

See it was the training and when done 
at such an early age, it stays with 
you...his training was toreact without 
thinking, as a few seconds on.the 
“Russian Front was the difference ~ 
between coming home or in being 
buried in some unmarked grave in 
some. roadside junction. 

When startled or mad, he ~ 
reacted...even though he wasn’t the | 
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biggestot guys. he. might pick youup ». 
sand snap your spine without even ~ | 
‘Temembering doing it. oR 2 

_ Anyway, Kurts disappeared over a 
“generation ago.. .no one talks much» aS & 
~ about it anymore. . = 
So, | will not speak badly (even if | 
could) of the dead and departed. 
| have spent.agreat deal of effort into 
making myself hard to find-and how 
p: * fick Seine is finding | me is downright 
disappointing.and | am starting to fear 
_ that | have lost my touch...there isa line 
ain an-old Jimmy Buffett Song about P 
“disappearing \ without a trace...” and | 
“was smug inthe belief that | had’faded — 

e from the page of the real world and ; 
that | was only an old, grease stain > 
» along the’ highway of life.’ a” | 
“Anyway, Seine décided to tag along for — 

the work in this edition...that’s cool in 
“that. his‘ ‘expense ‘account’is much more » 

~ generous than mine and he does have 
several credit cards... 
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WELCOME TO PENANG! 
Last time, we met was in. Bangkok for 
last month’s extension book on 
traveling by city bus to discover the 
under seen parts of Chinatown...over 
where the real Thai People work and 
live without the phoniness of the 
stereotyped, smiling Thai 
Person...where you can even get a lot 
more than a.frown if you push it... 
Anyway, | took that new Nikon digital 
camera with several Memory cards 
supplied by WWWG and it is different 
shooting with digital,and unlimited 
shots allowed. When you shot with 36 
frames of 35mm film, you need to be 
patient,-have the eye of an artist'to lay 
out the shot totell a complete story 
within a single frame and as-you only 
have 36 stories that you can tell:.you 
need to edit yourself on the spot. 
Digital erases all-of this and | can now 
shoot unlimited variations ofa single 
story.and weave it together with a 
computer to reassemble the complete 
Story... 
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it revolutionizes the whole process or > 
i> ‘maybe, it’takes us bdck to What » 
Mh . ‘photographers. knew back in World War. 
| al about what they thought was the 
" primary ‘story of their picture was ‘the. 
- farthest thing from realty. = 
See filmewas Mery expensive and:still 
| “rather rare; So, war photographers shot 2 
ls in wideangles*to get a lot into the 
,-Picture...more bang for the buck... 
_ | disCovered this about a ‘generation ago 
when, | had.a-gig process and-restoring _ 
_ pictures of the war. ; put ; 
att was not uhusual for my attention ts 
differ from the main topic over “to 
“something happening onthe very . 
~ fringe of the picture...that was where 
the action usually was and most times, . 
» had’ gone’unseen by’the original» 
_ “photographer_as they had to do $6 
much to do to get the shot set up. 
| “remember this one picture of a = 
| military headquarters and a simple staff 
Photo. ° pA? 
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Normally a boring and staged picture (0) 
»pomp:and stuffiness’ but, trailingthe * 

— ‘Tine of starched Uniforms and . 

Napoleonic stances, down towards the . 
J “end at the gathering, | saw this guys a 
~ guy with a mop in his hand and | could 
not take my eyes off himeand his image — 
is still etched into my mind... 2. 
It was like a random feheritng bolt 
struck me-down,,there he was...and, 
_ the story he told was'that you could tell 
that he was.deeply proud of.his weapon 
_of choice and he was very proud and» 
more thana little happy to be there 
instead of some stinking, blood 
drenched trench*of death... Fe. 
The original photographer never saw 
him or if hedid, he cursed that fool’s 
»ruiriment of his:proper company» 

_ “portrait... =~ i" 
Today, this fool is what his photo i is 
“most recalled and viewed for... © > | 

~ So, on this trip, | picked and packed.my. 
: == = most treasured weapon of choice.. -my 
>. 4 ‘Nikon F4(s) and small assortment of 
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and | thought that since"l amon 30. 
“WWWG’s dimea. ” a? 
_ 35mm film is getting rather e expensive, 
_ harder to find and finding a proper 
" processing lab is ‘nearly impossible to. 
- find as most of the lab masters who- 
were my generation’ s guru, artistic > 
‘masters of creativity are retired and/or . 
dead. Fa a 
There is no new.generation to replace 
_ them and the labs fell into ruin or were 
turned into Starbucks or Pretzel County 
eateries! = ens» put > 
But, | have spent:too much time with 
digital and my patience has turning into 
“ADD and | could sense that Seine Was 
& collapsing into serve economic shock - 
and all-he could do is mumble about >. 
»the’cost of the film. * a: oe? 
. ‘Other than that, we spenta day on the 
outer edges of Penang, out in the 
* foothills of the Surrounding mountains 
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= through the kind assistance | of quick 
‘wittedness and resourcefulness by our . 
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taxi driver (hey! It is on Seine’ S dime...so™. 
»why not?) who dropped us at the | 
‘workers’ entry.and we walked in with ; 
the rest of the crew without challenge ‘ 
“nor delay...we had*over an hour’ or SO. 
~ free in the temple before the massive 
horde of those Trump Hating Euro- 
Snobs were’allowed in the front gate. - 
Seine asked me to edit the pictures as 
,-the Temple utilizes that backwards 
_ swastika that existed for 30, 000 years’ 
as symbolism.of the four great. powers 
_of creation-but, thanks to Kurts’ People 
{them lovely Nazis) corrupting, abusing ~ 
and in the continual dumbing of our 
' civilization, most'people would get it 
i ie confused with the German version and 
"jit would be-banned everywhere except > 
son the White Extremist’s Month Best’ 
‘Sellers List (Who knows...maybe ~ 
WWWG could sell more copies...but, | 
“am not gonna give:them'the notion. f 
~ | do have my standards... 
=! - Understandably, they are low but, this 
~ “might be toolow and Unfair to the _ 


a) 


“ 


a 


> : > : > a > 


(~ a (~~ fn 


PEE CIROM EXILE. 
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White Extremists who lam sure are 
» good to their friends and éven small ’ 
‘|. animals too). by 
; This book is the end product of the 
“ amazing beauty and solitude (as we 
~ were-here before the crowds) of the 
temple and Seine’s constant 
‘complaining about film, the heat. (my 
\) i God! He lives in Singapore! They have 
‘A || . humidity there to!) and about having to” 
| _ walk’so far back to the bus stop as our 
taxi driver saw‘no fwamnoee 2 hanging 
around for-us... F 
a try to explain to-Seine what tipping 
~~ can achieve in ; greasing the wheels here — 
winthe 3-4-5th World... .° © © | 
= Ultimately, he is so controlled Sel 
under the magical, ‘evil powers of 
»~WWWG’s'slimep” > 
_ “accountant...Chuckie...and1 cannot get 
him to jogsan his death grip on his coin. 
purse... A " 
If he had, we would igwe had a ride. 
waiting to take-us back to his hotel... 
‘So there, Seine...feet still swore?” 
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The bus._stop was at the*bottom of the 
hill. right downefrom the 7-11,» * 
‘store. .you have to look as.it isn’t 
marked properly and of course, the 
Tourist Authority had-yet make use of. 
my helpful suggestions and mark the 
stop with a list-of the buses which 
Stopped there...it was an uncomfortable 
wait as Seine was on the vergeof using 
his SAT Phone to.call Uber...luckily, for 
his l@sion reminder of my world and the 
limited budget that | am burdened 
with, he couldn’t-figure out his cross » 
“roads and his GPS just frasireq 
“PENANG.” © 
“After a good thirty minutes, the 
famous, long awaited 202 Bus arrived | 
and took us‘as far as the Mall Terminal 
»and we got off. | treated him to a great 
‘meal at the local KFC (true sign of 
America’s remaining power) which is 
“very.well hidden from the hungry 
masses within the bowls of IT Mall... 
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FROM EXILE: 


WELCOME TO PENANG! 
Regrettably, | was unable convince 
Seine that his hotel was well within 
‘walking distance and by the time he 
found.a taxi, he was angry, unsettling 
tired. and was using my name very 
Openingly with words that would be 
unpublishable i in Singapore or, for that 
_matter, most'places... 

That was the last | saw of him and he 
didn’t even think to ring me up and aa 
goodbye... 
Oh well! 
Maybe, now he better uitderstaiids 
ewhathis cheap ass budgets forceme to 
do and live! 
Better yet, ifnothing else comesrof this 
as a “Road to Damascus” moment in my 
budgetcrises, it means that he will 
think twice about checking up on me*.. 
‘The evening was uneventful (unlike the 
night of the earthquake) night of my 
eyes. glued to the Penang Home 
Shopping Network:..with a mid-morning 
check out and a fast taxi ride out to the , 
airport to get myself at the head of the 
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. ~ FROM EXILE. 


WELCOME TO PENANG! . 
cattle line of passengers’ making amad » 
_§) »dash across the:tarmac to'secure “your 
|. bag in the baggage overhead... 

No checked bags for free here... — 
” $50 bucks to check’a_-bag one way isthe ° 
~ way that these pirate airlines can beat 
| » the majors by such a big penny.s 
No baggage, $4 sodas and comfortable 
seating for any of the wee little’ 
| ,,people...anyone over 4’10” will be 
\))_ | sitting with your kneés resting on your 
chest...want comfort, bubba? 
_ Pony up the bucks and you ean fly like 
“Seine...who was’served multiple glasses 
_ _of champagne on his flight back and 
“had a rather*nice meal to boot...” 
i) They even gavehim free shocks as a 
| loss leader for the on board duty free... » 
»Anyway...as faith and old lady_luck liké 
‘$0 to make my travels difficult...the 
plane is now an hour over do and the 
| “ reason that the hostess gave me was 
| that they had a new pilot and he 
couldn’t-find the island... — 
‘Couldn't find the island??? > 
~ » {Reprinted 2047 WWWG} ~ 
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ry “The Days are long 
+ and Filled with pain...” 
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@: Emil the artist is at Univer 


Emil Whispers Braques 


le alone Secret Geometry and that has been 


So | never studie try 
a high wall that conspires to prevent me from 
replicating it in my multi-generational atte 
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EMIL WEST 
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About EMIL WEST 

Author Updates 
Welcome to al fans (ll ive or so of 
you) of Emils doddles and v 
you wil enjoy this new 
Emils available art 
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Books By EMIL WEST 
Help us improve our Author Pages by 
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Ae Emil West is in Singapore 
Imin-@y 


NEW PHOTOS ADDED.. 
https:/Avww.flickr.com/photos/emilinsingapore/? 
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mil West 
er 
Check it out_..had to drop some videos and lost 2 million views but, it was 
worth it not to be extorted by rouge, music copyright FAKE claimers... 
Ve are still at over 5 million views...even though it has been three years since 
the last video posted,,, 
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